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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


We, the undersigned, selectmen of the town of Marlborough, 
respectfully submit the following financial report for the year 


ending March 1, 1879: 
APRIL INVOICE, 1878. 


Total valuation, $485,218 
Resident real estate, 319,004 
Non-resident real estate, 19.9382 
Mills and machinery, 50,900 
Stock in trade, 21,007 
Money at interest, SEAM ts: 
Stock in banks, 6,100 
Lumber and logs, 170 
330 polls, 33,000 
191 horses, 12,868 
442 cattle, 15,305 
230 sheep, 696 
28 carriages, 1,978 
8 hogs, 80 
Manufactured goods stored, 4,000 
Rate per cent on one hundred dollars, $1 35 
“ ~ re *¢ highway tax, .32 


64 male dogs, 
5 female dogs. 


AMOUNT OF MONEY RAISED BY TAX. 


State tax, _ $1,868 
County tax, 1,100 
Town charges, 2,000 
Schools, 1200 
Ministerial fund, ao 
Dog tax, 74 
Surplusage, 292 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
74 
00 
05 


33 


00 
94 


$6,625 


06 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 
Amount of money expended for schools including 


funds, $1,566 55 
$114 32 


District No. 1, Stillman Richardson, 
66 2, William M. Tenney, 
ts 3, James Thatcher, 
oh 4, Alfred L. Putney, 

r\ 5, David D. Gay, 

+s 6, George H. Hill, 

he 7, John McRoy, 

ve 8, Marshall D. Adams, 
To Jaffrey, 
To Harrisville, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Luther Hemmenway, selectman 1878, 
D. W. Tenney, 66 6¢ 
J. K. Southwick, ve es 
George G. Davis, town clerk, 

oh? nb: treasurer, 
Charles K. Mason, moderator, 

dh ‘¢ superintending school committee, 
Charles Mason, ae 6 6 
Mrs. Carrie E. Fairbanks, hy 6 
C. S. Moors, collecting taxes 1874-75-76, 

43 police officer, 
A. Knowlton, ‘° es 


C. A. Clapp, tax collector 1878, 


SUPPORT OF PAUPERS. 


Support of Frederic C. Lang, 
cf Elias Thatcher and wife, 


shy Michael Barrie, 
i John Rainey, 
eS John Smith, 
4 John Irvin, 


+ John Murry, 
as Daniel McDonald, 
Rs James Jorden, 


671 
142 
119 
119 
106 
113 
172 


66 
53 
62 
37 
89 
29 
84 
51 
52 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 





33 
67 


Support of D. S. Roby. $17 26 
66 Richard Heath, 11 80 
as Ralph LeBlane, I 20. 
or Michael Ryan, 8 00 
$6 150 railroad men, 167 00 
3. Nelson Converse, keeping 291 tramps, 87 30 
‘f Albert Knowlton, keeping 84 tramps, 42 00 
‘e Nelson Converse, taking 291 tramp affida- 
vits since April Ist, 1878, 29 10 

f Nelson Converse, taking tramp affidavits 
before April 1st, 1878, 34 35 
" George M. Hill and family, 249 63 
“y Mrs. Lucy A. White, at insane asylum, 214 42 
ae Frankie Collins, 97 53 
$1,383 07 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Paid steward, | $ 13 90 

Repairing engine, &c., 9 04 
suction hose, 120 64 
150 firemen, 150 00 
$293 58 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid State tax, $1,368 00 
County tax, 1,100 74 
Town bonds, 1,035 00 
Interest on bonds, 872 03 
George Thatcher, two road scrapers, 90 00 
Charles A. Bemis, town history, 50 00 
Faulkners & Batchelder, retaining fee, 6 00 
Printing town reports, 1877, 27 50 
Frank Plouff, damage crossing land, 

Spring, 1878, 2 00 
Fixing tramp house, 6 47 
Bounty on 36 foxes, 18 00 

14 hawks, 2 80 
Expense taking invoice, 3 00 
Stationery, 7 29 
1 police badge, 1 25 
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Paid Jairus Collins, taking affidavits, 1876-7, . $3 50 
Nelson Converse, AF 1878, 1 85 
Expense of Cyrus E. Hardy’s inquest, 49 69 
O. B. Wiswall, wood for tramp house, 3.75 
Mary H. Buss, public watering trough, 3 00 
Elijah Gates, 3 i 3 00. 
W. C. Mason, A: 6 3 00 
L. A. Fuller, t 3 00 
Coulter & Lawrence, damage on road, 10 00 
Asa Davis and son, damage on road near 

O. R. Wiswall’s, 10 00 
Work and blacksmithing, 3. 35 

J. J. Holbrook, running line between Keene 
and Marlborough, 2 35 
Ministerial fund, 33 33 
Abatement of taxes of 1875-6-7, 46 52 
As : Pr LO oy 29 53 
Non-resident highway tax, worked, 27 94 
, : $4.824 43 
Error, 54 
$4,823 89 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Paid David S. Derby, breaking road, Spring of 1878, $12 60 


George Thatcher, labor on a: 4: 16 11 
G. A. Nutting, 5 bridge stringers, 20 00 
hy breaking road and cutting brush, 11 85 
J. W. Lawrence, railing road near A. Southwick’s, 14 66 
A. G. Mann, stone, 25 28 
D. W. Tenney, bridge plank, 43 45 
O. R. Wiswall, sy 30 00 
J. & L. Knowlton, widening road near C. R. 
Collins’s, . 19 00 
Work on sluice and road near Odd Fellows’ 
building, 74 21 
J. W. Lawrence, building road near Mrs. Gan- 
nett’s, 14 50 
Repairing road near C. H. Dustin’s, 2 00 


é 


Amount of highway tax committed to the highway 


surveyors to be wrought out, $1,553 61 
Albert Knowlton, $222 20 
Amos A. Mason, 95,77 
Charles M. Miller, 66 58 
Wilbur F. Wallace, 44 40 
Stillman Woodward, ; 21 96 
George A. Nutting. 68 57 
Frank H. Harvey, 53 96 
Charles M. Jones, : 91 65 
Frank T. Wiswall, 117 04 
Isaac W. Holbrook, 47 92 
John McRoy, 55 26 
George Thatcher, 169 46 
Stillman Richardson, 33 96 
J. W. Lawrence, 44 37 
David S. Derby, ; 90 81 
Ivory E. Gates, 123° 13 
John M. Davis, y 43 70 
Levi A. Fuller, * 10 87-4 
Highway money retained and expended, 92 96 
RECAPITULATION. 
Amount appropriated for schools, $1,566 55 
Town officers, 510 92 
Fire department, 293 58 
Roads and bridges, 283 66 
Miscellaneous, ' 4,823 38 
Support of poor, 1,383 07 
$8,861 16 


MONEY PAID INTO THE TREASURY. 


Taxes assessed in 1878, $5,665 87 

oe Be 1877-6-5, 1,063 18 
Interest on taxes of 1877-6-5, 90 65 
Savings bank tax received, 1,369 06 
Literary fund received, 86 95 


Railroad tax 6 48 89 

















Town agent, liquor sold, . $ 75 36 
County, support of poor, 668 59 
Rent of town hall building, 590 76 
Received on note in favor of town, 195 00 
$9,819 31, 
ASSETS OF THE TOWN, MARCH 1, 1879. 
Cash in treasury, $2,382 89 
Note in favor of town, AI7 51 
Money advanced to C. A. Bemis on town history, 
and to be refunded, 50 00 
Balance of taxes outstanding 1875, 45 78 
66 66 bo 1876, 2 53 
eh 4 ts 1877, 12 98 
Ze i Ay 1878, 996 39 
Due from county for support of poor, by estimation, 260 381 
Value of bridge plank and stringers on hand, 80 00 
Due on rent of town hall building, 1s 75 
$4,267 64 
LIABILITIES OF TOWN, MARCH 1, 1879. 
‘Total amount due on town bonds, $14,276 64 
* ‘* coupons, 182 26 
Due for support of Mrs. Wm. R. White at State 
asylum, by estimation, . 17 87 
$14,476 77 
Assets subtracted, 4,267 64 
Indebtedness March 1, 1879, $10,209 13 
Indebtedness of town, March 1, 1878, $11,868 11 
+ 4 Rs 1879, $10,209 13 
Reduction of debt the past year, $1,658 98° 
PROPERTY OWNED BY THE TOWN. 
Town house, $9,000 00 
Engine house, 800 00 
Engine and fixtures, 1,200 00 
Lock-up, | 250 00 





$11,250 00 
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Total amount of assets and property, $15,517 64 
“4 indebtedness, 14,476 77 


1,040 87 





All of which is respectfully submitted, 
. LUTHER HEMENWAY, 
D. W. TENNEY, 
J. K. SOUTHWICK, 
Selectmen of Marlborough. 
In accordance with our duty as town auditors, for the year 
ending March 1, 1879, we have examined the -accounts and 
vouchers of the selectmen for the past year, and find them — 
correctly “cast and properly vouched. 
MARTIN CHASE, 
JOSEPH M. RICHARDSON, 
JAIRUS COLLINS, 
Auditors. , 


TOWN HALL BUILDING. 





REPORT OF ELIJAH BOYDEN, AGENT, FROM MARCH Ist, 
1878, TO MARCH Ist, 1879. 


1878. 
March 4, 


ae 


14, 

15, 

19; 

19; 

21, 

29, 

April 4, 
d, 

WE 

18, 

May 1, 


June 1, 


July 11, 


RECEIPTS. 


Received from E. H. Bullard, 


Mechanics’ Cornet Band. 


Prof. Harrington, 
Assembly, 

E. 8S. Baldwin 
Methodist Festival, 
Reform Club, 
Assembly, 

Reform Club, 

W.S. Dramatic Club, 
Assembly, 

Reform Club, 
Mechanics’ Cornet Band, 
Reform Club, 
Assembly, 

Reform Club, 
Methodist Sociable, 
Reform Club, 

G. G. Davis, 


D. W. Tenney, 


Reform Club, 


E. S. Baldwin, 
Reform Club, 


00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 


jl 


Aug. 1, Received from E. S. Baldwin, $ 37 50 
8, 6 Reform Club, 1 00 

22, as as 6 1 00 
Sept. 4, es G. G. Davis, 62 50 
SF 3, Reform Club, 1 00 

19, ee" os a 1 00 

20, ‘© French Assembly, 5 00 

28, i! Marlborough Cornet Band, 4 00 
Ie ae v6 Reform Club, 2 00 
9, be Harvest Supper, 5 00 

10, zs Mose Case, 4 00 
16, “4 Methodist Levee, 12 00° 

Dis Re Reform Club, 2 00 

=, A. Assembly, 3 00 

Di, a Reform Club, 2 00 

Nev. 1, es Assembly, 3 00 
aM oe ee 3 00 

5, dh Mechanics’ Cornet Band, 5 00 

6, *<- DPD. W. Tenney, 31 25 

G; ae Mose Case, 4 00 

iz, bs E. S. Baldwin, 18 75 

i, cr Reform Club, 2 00 

28, 66 66 66 2 00 

Dec. 6, d Assembly, . 3 00 
10, ‘ G. G. Davis, 62 50 

13, e Bell Ringers, 2 00 

20, “6+ Assembly, 3 00 

25, “6 4 3 00 

26, “s Reform Club, 2 50 

1879. 

Jan. 4, ‘© Walking Match, 2 50 
Em Ae Children’s Concert, 5 00 

16, ts Reform Club, 2 00 

rT, i Assembly, 3 00 
{a “s Walking Match, 3 00 

20: ss E. S. Baldwin, 18 75 

23; es Reform Club, 2 00 

30, e } hs 2 00 

dl, is Assembly, 3 00 
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Feb. 13, Received from Reform Club, $ 2 00 
14, " Assembly, 3 00 
17, as O. F. Dramatic Club. 6 00 
18, . Je us 6 00 
26, es Universalist Levee. 12 00 
oie 4 Dramatic Club, 4 00 - 
Bi: , *  G..G. Davis; 62/00 
27, S D. W. Tenney, 6 25 
28, BS Wardwell & Bemis, 18°75 





$660 25 
DISBURSEMENTS. 





1878. 
June 1. Paid A. Knowlton, care of hall, $ 26 88 
sada Ys Town treasurer, 125 00 
July 5. 3 gallons kerosene oil, 90 
iis IB Be A. Knowlton, care of hall. 3 00 
Aug. 6. Town treasurer, 80 00 
Sept. 4. Pe 70 00 
Dec. 10. J. vane 
aE orhes 12 gallons oil and 1 dozen chimneys, 4 14 
ADA ste A. Knowlton, care of hall, 25 50 
Ad too hit H. L. Wiswall, wood, 7 60 
Feb. 26. A. Knowlton, care of hall, 75° 50 
Siig. 13 gallons oil, 7 3 52 
dl ica Chimneys, 20 
sphiat: Sawing wood. 75 
rel ars A. Knowlton, care of hall, 1 50 
allied: For my own services, o 00 
Town treasurer, 218 26 
$660 25 
Due for rent of market. 18 75 


ELIJAH BOYDEN, Agent. 
Marlborough, March 1, 1879. 


REPORT OF 
THE SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 





The Superintending School Committee of Marlborough 
have endeavored faithfully to perform the duties incumbent on 
them, and in compliance with the laws of the State of New 
Hampshire, respectfully submit to the citizens, the following 
report of the schools for the year ending March 10th, 1879. 

District No. 1.—Prudential Committee, Stillman Richard- 
son. There was no Summer term'in this District. The Fall 
and Winter terms were under the instruction of Miss Lillie A. 
Kames of Swanzey. This was Miss Eames’ first school. She 
brought energy and ambition with her, was somewhat diffi- 
dent, but strove hard to overcome that as well as all other 
obstacles. With a little more experience she will make a first 
class teacher. ‘The school gave evidence of having been well 
governed and taught. The scholars made good progress in 
their various studies, and the closing examination was very 
satisfactory to your committee. The school-house was not 
number 1, in every respect. Fall term, 11 weeks; number of 
scholars, 10; Winter term, 7 weeks; number of scholars, 5. 

District No. 2.—Prudential Committee, William M. Ten- 
ney. ‘The Primary Department, both Summer and Fall terms 
were in charge of Miss Irene L. Harrington of this town, who 
has taught several terms in this department with excellent 
success. It is sufficient for your committee to say, we expect- 
ed good schools, and were not disappointed. The examina- 
tions were largely attended by parents and others, and were 
very satisfactory to all concerned, reflecting much credit on 
pupils and teacher. Spring term, 10 1-5 weeks; number of 
scholars, 41: Fall term, 11 weeks; number of scholars, 41. 
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The Intermediate Department of District No. 2, Summer 
term, was under the instruction of Miss Mary E. Marcy of 
Acworth, N. H. Miss Marcy passed a very good examina- 
tion, was a kind and affectionate teacher, and seemed to have 
a good faculty to communicate instruction to her pupils. She 
could move on with her work, with more noise and confusion - 
about her, than yotr committee think is desirable in our com- 
mon schools. This school was moderately successful. ‘Term 
104 weeks ; number of scholars, 41. 

The Winter term of this department was taught by Miss 
Nellie M. Atwood of Acworth, N. H. She is a teacher of 
large experience. thorough, practical, and energetic, winning 
the confidence, love, and respect of her pupils, and infusing 
into her schools that life, promptness, and desire for improve- 
ment necessary to secure the best results. One feature of this 
school which we consider very commendable, was her method 
of introducing in connection with the recitations, oral instruc- 
tion. The exercises at the closing examination were unusual- 
ly correct and interesting, and gave great satisfaction not only 
to a large number of spectators, but to your committee. This 
school was A No. 1, in every respect. Length of term, 12 
weeks : number of scholars, 43. 

The Grammar Department, Summer term, was under the 
instruction of Miss M. E. Whitcomb of Concord, Mass., a 
young lady of considerable experience, with a large amount of 
energy and perseverance, and seemed to be well qualified for a 
first class teacher. In the school room she gave her entire at- 
tention to teaching, and in a remarkable degree won the confi- 
dence and respect of her pupils. This school made good pro- 
gress in the various branches taught, and the closing examin- 
ation was very satisfactory. Length of term, 11 weeks; num- 
ber of scholars, 26. 

The services of Mr. H. B. McIntire of Lyndeboro’, N. H., 
were secured for the Winter term. This was his first school, 
and he entered upon his arduous task with an evident deter- 
mination to be faithful in the discharge of his duties. He 
labored hard and diligently for the good of his pupils, and at 
the close of the term must have felt a satisfaction in knowing 
his labors had not been in vain. A larger experience will en- 


~ 
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_able him to do a much better work. <A little more energy and 
decision would have added much to the usefulness of the 
school. The writing of notes, is an evil, that has to a greater 
or less extent impaired the progress of: this school for a long 
time, and this term was not an exception. Some little diffi- 
eulty grew out of this, und perhaps some other matters, and 
several of the scholars left school... Every parent, guardian, 
and friend of education, should use their influence to banish 
this and every other evil from our schools, and in all cases 
where they are called upon to act relative to such matters, 
should remember the responsibilities resting upon them. and 
use great care and good judgment. The examination at the 
clos? of the school was very creditable; the deportment was 
good, and the recitations showed that the scholars had not 
been unmindful of their interests. Your committee were grat-. 
ified to see so many of the parents and friends present. to lis- 
ten to the exercises and judge for themselves of the progress 
and utility of the school.. Term, 12 weeks; number of schol- 
ars, 49. 

District No. 3.—Prudential Committee, James Thatcher. 
The Summer term of this school was taught by Miss Lizzie C. 
Moors of Marlboro’. Miss Moors tried to have a good school, 
but a part of the scholars seemed determined to do as they 
pleased, and gave the teacher a great deal of trouble, conse- 
quently the advancement in their studies was small and the 
school not what it ought to have been. Perhaps there was a 
little lack of energy and decision on the part of the teacher. 
Term, 9 weeks; number of scholars, 14. 

The Fall term, was under the instruction of Miss Cora M. 
Prescott of Reading, Mass., a young lady of excellent literary 
attainments. and a student of the Normal schools of that 
State. This was her first experience at teaching, and as a 
natural result of the training she had there received, she in 
turn desired to see in her pupils, promptness, attention, and 
thoroughness in whatever they undertook. Her method of 
teaching being somewhat different from what the scholars were 
accustomed to, there was not at first that cheerful obedience 
rendered to the wishes of the teacher, necessary to a good 
school, and your committee at its commencement feared it 
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would prove a failure. But the parents, alive to the best in- 
terests of the school, gave the teacher their support, thereby 
securing good results, and at the closing examination, we were 
pleased to see so many of them there to encourage both teach- 
er and scholars by their presence and remarks. The appear- 
ance of the school at its close was good ; the scholars seemed: 
to have at lost, in a good degree, that apathy which was char- 
acteristic at the commencement of the term, were prompt in 
their answers, and showed a thoroughness in the branches 
pursued, very commendable. In reading, particularly, there 
was a very marked improvement. Term, 10 weeks; number 
of scholars, 15. 

Distrricr No. 4.—Prudential Committee, Alfred L. Putney. 
The first term was taught by Miss Huldah J. Hill of Marl- 
borough. This school was very small, but a good degree of 
interest was manifested by both teacher and scholars. Miss 
Hill seemed to labov earnestly for the good of her pupils, and 
the school was quite successful. Term, 8 weeks; number of 
scholars, 4. 

The second term was in charge of the same teacher. Good 
progress was made in their studies, especially in arithmetic. 
Term, 12 weeks; number of scholars, 4. 

Districr No. 5.— Prudential Committee, David Gay. 
Teacher for Summer term was Miss Minnie S. Knight of 
Harrisville. . The order of this school was good, the teacher 
energetic, and the scholars seemed interested in their studies. 
It was evident at the closing examination that a good work 
had been done, and much credit was due both to teacher and 
scholars. ‘Term, 7 weeks; number of scholars, 9. 

Fall term. ‘The district was fortunate in again securing 
the services of Miss Knight. The teacher and pupils being 
well acquainted with each other, and a mutual good feeling 
existing, the school was prepared to move forward from the 
very commencement. The scholars were quiet, orderly and 
studious, and their recitations at the close gave evidence of 
time well spent. Several of the parents, and also quite a 
number of young people, former scholars of this school, were 
present at the closing examination. Term, 12 weeks; num- 
ber of scholars, 12. 
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Districr No. 6.—Prudential Committee, George H. Hill. 
Teacher for the first term was Miss Alice L. Bemis of Troy. 
The number of scholars was very small; there was one scholar 
for the whole term, and two a part of the term; one of those 
was learning his letters, consequently the duties of the teacher 
were not great. This was Miss Bemis’ first experience in 
teaching, and could she have had a few more scholars, would 
had an interesting school. ‘Term, 8 weeks. 

The Fall term was in charge of the same teacher with the 
addition of two more scholars. ‘Term, 10 weeks. 

District No. 7.— Prudential Committee, John McRoy. 
Summer term, teacher, Florence McRoy of Marlborough. 
Undoubtedly Miss McRoy did her best in this school, it being 
her first experience in teaching. ‘The scholars were inclined 
to do well, consequently the term passed off quite pleasantly, 
but a larger experience will teach Miss McRoy that a great 
deal of energy and decision are needful for a good teacher. 
Term, 9 weeks; number of scholars, 17. 

The second term was under the instruction of Miss Lizzie 
C. Moors of Marlborough. On account of several families 
leaving the district, the school was very much broken, and 
closed with only seven scholars. Miss Moors labored faith- 
fully for the good of her pupils. Term, 14 weeks; number of 
scholars, 18. 

Districr No. 8.—Prudential Committee, Marshall D. 
Adams. ‘There were three terms in this district. The first 
was taught by Mrs. Mattie A. I. Mason of Marlborough. 
Mrs. Mason, by her prompt and untiring energy, her good 
government and orderly system, had a most excellent school. 
Good order and thorough instruction were among the marked 
characteristics of this term. Term, 8 weeks; number of 
scholars, 25. 

The second and third terms were under the instruction of 
Miss Jennie Newton of Troy. Miss Newton is a thorough 
scholar, and a lady of refinement and culture, but her govern- 
mect in school is*very poor. ‘The order was not good, and 
some of the scholars were not inclined to do as they ought, 
consequently the schools were not what they should have been. 
Second term, 8 weeks; number of scholars, 23... Third term, 
8 weeks; number of scholars, 20. 
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REMARKS. 


Whoever reads and thinks for himself. must have become 
convinced that the future of this country is to be decided by 
the intelligence, honesty and morality of its citizens. To 
those who now are the scholars in our schools, soon must be 
entrusted the destinies of this Union. Has not the long list 
of crimes of every description, perpetuated by those in high 
places—in places of trust and honor as well as in the more 
humble walks of life—been sufficient to satisfy every man and 
woman, every parent, that something is wrong in our social 
status, and that to remedy this great evil we must bring up 
our children to reverence law, respect the rights of others, 
and learn to be upright, honest, moral and virtuous, from a 
sense and love of right, and as moral and accountable be- 
ings, and not to avoid any penalty or law. Where is there a 
more appropriate place to begin this great work than in the 
family circle, and the nursery of our nation’s greatness, ‘* our 
common schools,” which are so intimately connected with the 
former. We feel that the parents frequently fail to do their 
duty in the good work; not from any disinclination or want 
of interest, but from the fact that they do not stop to consider 
the matter, and give due weight to the responsibilities resting 
upon them. It is not sufficient to build school-houses, pur- 
chase books, raise money and hire teachers, and then simply 
send your scholars to school, thinking you have done all that 
is required of you. You should visit school frequently, see 
for yourself whether your children are having a good and 
profitable term. What father would set his hired man to cul- 
tivating his crops, looking after his valuable blooded stock, or 
in fact any business, and never go near to see how the work 
was done? or what mother that would not take the pains to 
know whether her domestics performed their duties? Are 
your children of less importance? 

If you are no scholar, and do not feel qualified to decide on 
the merits of a good school in all respects, there is not one 
but what has good sense enough to known whether the de- 
portment of the school is good, the recitations prompt. and 
the teacher awake or asleep. Your attendance will encourage 
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both teacher and scholars, and if the machinery of the school- 
room is not running smoothly, and in a satisfactory manner, 
you may frequently, by some timely suggestion and your own 
personal influence, remedy the defect, thereby greatly increas- 
ing the usefulness of the school. No teacher or scholar is 
usually unwilling to receive and heed good advice. Teachers 
are not made to order, they are not perfect; and if they be- 
come superior in their calling, it is from experience and patient 
labor. If parents at home cannot get along satisfactorily at 
all times with their own children, what must be the condition 
of a teacher with a large school to look after, and so many 
conflicting interests to please. Is it to be wondered at that. 
they sometimes cominit indiscretions and fail? and are they 
not worthy of your respect, sympathy and influence? If they 
are manifestly incompetent, have them dismissed from the 
school; if not, give them and the scholars the benefit of your 
aid and support, by your personal appearance in the school- 
room, you visable interest in their welfare, and your remarks 
and suggestions, remembering that on you as individuals and 
parents. rests the responsibility of good schools, good society, 
and the future of our nation. 

We most heartily endorse the recommendations of our pre- 
decessors, in relation to the consolidation of some of the Dis- 
tricts, and trust that some plan may be divised which shall 
prove acceptable, and beneficial to all concerned. 

Your committee were pleased to find in one of our schools— 
district number 2,—a‘class in Civil Government. We believe 
this to be a very useful and important study, and one too 
much neglected. What more profitable or necessary informa- 
tion can our young men or young ladies acquire, than a know]l- 
edge of the laws and workings of a government, which they 
soon must administer. 

We have introduced Harper’s Geography into the schools, 
believing it to be so much superior, as to warrant the slight 
expense of exchange, and judging from the progress made by 
the pupils who studied it, we are convinced of the merits of 
the work. 

We would recommend that more oral and practical instruc- 
tion be given in connection with the exercises of the schools, 
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and that suitable books of reference, charts, maps, globes, etc.. 
for illustration and general exercises, be procured for the use 
of the schools. | 
In conclusion, we would say that while our schools for the 
past year have been, taken as a whole, above mediocrity, 
still they have not been what they might or ought tobe. ‘Then - 
let us all unite heart and hand in this important work, and 
make the schools of Marlborough, the pride of her citizens. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
CHAS. K. MASON, 
CHAS. MASON, 
CARRIE C. FAIRBANKS, 
Superintending School Committee. 
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